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in form it was a stop-gap regime. Petain's first 'Constitutional
Act5 was to repeal Article 2 of the Constitutional Law of 25
February 1875. It was the famous 'Wallon amendment', which
stipulated that the President of the Republic must be elected
by the National Assembly. Carried by a majority of one vote in
1875, it had contained the germ of the Third Republic. The
Third Republic died on 10 July 1940. Born of one defeat, it
failed to survive another.1
By a succession of eleven other 'Constitutional Acts'
Marshal Petain abolished the legislative powers of parliament
and the responsibility of ministers to it, adjourned the existing
chambers sine die, appointed Laval as his successor, and re-
quired from civil servants and members of the armed forces an
oath of fidelity to himself as 'Head of the State3. On this basis
of emergency dictatorship, and the material assets secured by
the terms of the armistice, the Vichy Governments sustained
themselves for the next four years.
The Vichy Governments
What forces in French life did this new regime represent?
A clear distinction has to be drawn between what Vichy set out
to be and what it later became. It began as the convergence, in
the moment of defeat, of all those forces which had long dis-
liked the Republic. It represented the service chiefs, and Vichy
1 On the 'Wallon amendment', see above pp. 89-90. See Pierre
Tissier: The Vichy Government (1942) for valuable documentary
material about the constitutional basis and experiments of Vichy.
The Free French consistently denied the legality of these proceedings,
and Professor Rene Cassin wrote a full-scale expose of their case.
(La France Libre, Vol. I for December 1940, and Un Coup d*£tat: La
soi-disant Constitution de Vichy (1941).) But the technical arguments
against its legality are very flimsy and somewhat unrealistic. In any
event the case for the legality of the Vichy Government is inherently
stronger than that of the Free French Movement: and the plea of
emergency measures which must be used to justify the behaviour of
de Gaulle applies equally strongly to the behaviour of the men of
Vichy. See D. M. Pickles: France Between the Republics (1946), pp. 22-3.

